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The trees and the time 
in Athens and Porto Alegre

Report of a study trip 
or 

Brief essay for an anthropology of 
environmental memory



Two Brazilian visiting 
scholar affected 

by the trees in Athens 

















































BIEV

https://www.ufrgs.br/
biev/ 





https://www.ufrgs.br/biev









Workshops



Ethnographic Collections 







4 collections of images (video, sound, photography, writing) from 
the ethnographic collections assembled by each researcher and 
fellow student according to the convergence method (based on 
the isomorphism of images, see G. Durand)

4 Guidancea on the collection, cataloging and registration of 
documentary sets of images

01multimedia database (photography, texts, sounds and videos)

01 institutional website:  https://www.ufrgs.br/biev
02 blogs:  https://medium.com/livrodoetnografo and 
http://habitantesdoarroio.blogspot.com/ 
02 ethnographic research sites: 
http://www.ufrgs.br/memoriaambientalpoa/ and
http://www.ufrgs.br/memoriasdotrabalho/ 

           

https://www.ufrgs.br/biev
https://medium.com/livrodoetnografo
http://habitantesdoarroio.blogspot.com/
http://www.ufrgs.br/memoriaambientalpoa/
http://www.ufrgs.br/memoriasdotrabalho/


As key topics, the following were 
adopted: 

(1)Social trajectories in the world of work 
– the rupture and continuity of social 
space; 
(2)Biographical narratives of work; 
(3)Urban itineraries – flows along the 
paths of workers in the metropolitan 
context; 
(4)Social networks – processes in the 
interaction and social exchange among 
groups of workers; 
(5)Knowledge and practice – technical 
and technological transformations in the 
world of work (crises); 
(6)Life projects – modulations of 
motivation and expectation;
(7) Forms of sociability – social exchange 
arrangements and their cycles in work 
processes and labor force organizations.



The concepts

The time and the city



Ethnography of the duration 
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Ethnography of duration and 
environmental memory

Colonial / modern world 
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environment and vice



Porto Alegre



 Porto Alegre has 

 1,472,482 inhabitants, 

 which ranks as the fifth 
most populous state 
capital in Brazil. The 
state, the southernmost 
in the country, is called 
Rio Grande do Sul. 



 The Porto Alegre 
metropolitan region 
covers an area of 
10,234.012 km², and, 
according to the 2010 
IBGE census, the 
population is 4,011,224. 

 It is formed of 34 
municipalities

http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/IBGE


The capital of the trees? 









https://www.wordsinthebucket.com/the-most-beautiful-
street-in-the-world



The founding time



In time of Colonie









Map of Porto Alegre in 1840, seeing to the left th
e lin

e 

of fo
rtifi

cat

In the time of Empire



Reception to the emperor Dom Pedro II in Praça da Matriz, 
1865 in the Matriz Square. One can already observe the 

existence of a monument,
but absence of afforestation.







Research Source:
BIEV Collection

and SHOW VIDEO
OLD PORTO ALEGRE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vm7PpbKdjz0



In the time of 
Republic







New Republican 
times 

(20th and 21th 
centurys) 

















The largest urban park in 
Latin America















Foto de Marielen Baldissera



Botanical  Garden and resistance









Research Source

https://www.facebook.com/pg/SalveFZB/
posts/



































Research Source:
Ethnographic research Cornelia Eckert 

and Diogo Dubiela
Jardim Botanico, day of resistance

Against the closure of the Zoobotanica 
Foundation



In Lutzenberger times: 
a young man saves a tree 



In 1975, Carlos Alberto Dayrell 
was pioneer when climbing in a 
tree to avoid its cut
Photos: Ricardo Chames







Research Source:

Manifestations of protests in February against 
tree felling in Porto Alegre 

(Photo: Reproduction / RBS TV)



In World Cup time (2013-
2014)





Research Sources https://www.sul21.com.br/

Last Monday (21), the first march was held after last 
week the Justice of the State of Rio Grande do Sul 
unanimously decided to release the 115 trees cut on 
Avenida Beira-Rio, which will undergo reforms due to the 
realization of the Soccer World Cup. 

Photo: Ramiro Furquim / Sul21





Research Sources https://www.sul21.com.br/

Environmentalists with green flags joined children with 
painted faces, who in turn walked alongside city councilors, 
teachers and high school students. 

Through shouts and posters, they pointed the voice and 
letters to the building of the Municipal Hall. 

They asked for the project to come back, the attention of 
the City Hall for the bicycles and the bicycle lanes, 
questioned the financial resources used for the World Cup 
works and, like the other night, they asked for "more love 
and less engines."





Research Sourceshttps://www.sul21.com.br/

On Thursday, the movement for the march took place 
in Plaza Montevideo, in front of the building of the City 
Hall. With placards, protesters have called for the 
retreat of municipal power.
Since then, the City Hall can start the removal at any 
time, while the campers promise to remain in place.
 

Photo: Ramiro Furquim / Sul21





Research Sources https://www.sul21.com.br/

Monday's march  05/23/2013

Protesters returned to the streets of 
Porto Alegre 

 Even after the court decision allowing the cutting of 
115 trees in the Gasometer, the mobilization remains

 Photo: Ramiro Furquim / Sul









They will not shut us up. We live in a democratic regime and 
we have the right to fight for life and environmental 
preservation.
 
If the mainstream media silences or distorts our arguments, 
we are asking for help from overseas media, alternative 
media, and entities that defend democracy.
 
We also demand that the expression "Green Cup" be 
withdrawn from the 2014 Football World Cup





The camp tried to prevent the removal of trees that 
would allow the continuation of the works of 
duplication of the Avenida Edvaldo Pereira Paiva 
(Beira-Rio) and had as legal security an injunction 
obtained by the Public Ministry, which prevented the 
cut. 

After authorization of the Justice, the city hall began 
the organization of the withdrawal of the 
demonstrators.





The 29 activists who slept at the scene were arrested, 
handcuffed and taken to the 9th Battalion of the 
Military Police, in downtown Porto Alegre. 

Accused of disobedience and resistance, they signed 
detailed terms and were released on the same day. 

In the lawsuit against the state and city hall, they claim 
that there was abuse of authority, since all lawsuits filed 
against the activists were shelved for lack of evidence.
Research Source:
https://www.sul21.com.br/









https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?
fbid=1996093293767895&set=a.221256364584939&type=3&theater

FUNERAL OF 
TREES
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